
Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall!

We have had an awesome summer here at

Farmington Lutheran Church filled with camps,

mission trips, engaging worship and lots of fun!

But now at FLC we couldn't be more excited that

fall programs will be starting soon!  We offer a

wide variety of programming for all ages from

children through adult.

 

Be sure to read on in this edition of The Grove to

find out what programs are available for you and

your family.
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Change is hard. 
We’re experiencing lots of change at
FLC.  These are normal and healthy
transitions, but they’ve happened real
close together.  Most recently was the
news that Pastor Rusty is taking a new
call to Holy Cross Lutheran in Oakdale.
Change is hard.
You’ve probably heard the phrase a few
times that, “The only constant thing in
life is change.”  I don’t know how
comforting that is or isn’t.  One thing I’ll
share with you that is helpful for me is
knowing that God has a great track
record of using times of change to
bring about transformation.

CHANGE IS HARD
PASTOR KEVIN WOESTEHOFF

Moses was living in his in-laws
basement and taking care of sheep
when God encountered him in the
burning bush.
Samuel was training to work in the
Temple, and God called him by name to
become a prophet.
Mary Magdalene was trying to go and
grieve the death of Jesus, and she was
encountered by the living Christ and
sent forth to be a witness that Jesus
was alive!
Not only were each of these people
transformed by the love of God.  They
were sent out so others could be
transformed by our loving Lord.
Let’s be open to God’s ability to
transform our lives, especially in the
midst of change.
You are all called: Called to know God’s
amazing love.  Called to live as a
follower of Jesus.  Called to go out and
share God’s amazing love, grace, and
mercy in this world.
Let’s take time to let Pastor Rusty know
that we are proud of him, and thankful
for him and his ministry.  Let’s take
time to allow ourselves to be sad in his
leaving and grieve the change.  
But let us also live with confidence that
God is with all of you, to not only see
you through the transition but to help
others be transformed by the love of
Jesus Christ.
 



Ask the Staff FAVORITE SUMMER VACATION SPOT

PASTOR KEVIN
Anywhere on a lake.  There's nothing better
than the relaxation of being in nature. 
 
PASTOR RUSTY
BWCA, onna counta I get to be totally
unplugged. Can't get a signal even if I
wanted one...and I don't want one!
 
JIM
I love to walk along the North Shore of Lake
Superior. I always find the wind and waves
peaceful and relaxing.
 
LEANNE
Oshkosh, WI- yearly family reunion during
the EAA Airshow, Getting to see so many
different types of airplanes flying around
all day from the comfort of my in-laws
backyard.
 
SHANNON
A cozy little beach town on the east coast.
We used to go to visit my dad's side of the
family almost every year since I was a kid.
 
DAWN
Northern Minnesota.  I enjoy all the lakes
and the sounds of nature.

LINDA
Up in the North Shore or anywhere near
Lake Superior.  The lake is rejuvenating and
peaceful.  No matter what the weather is,
the lake is beautiful and restores my soul. 
 
JEN
Nana's at the Lake, aka my mom's house. 
 We spend all of our free time there in the
summer- fishing, wakeboarding,
wakesurfing, swimming and just being
together.  I love all the memories we make
and the time we spend together.
 
KRISTINE
Duluth, MN- I love the beautiful views and 
it was a great place to refresh.

Do you have a question you would like our staff to answer?  Fill

out a pew card with a question and drop it in the offering basket,

or leave us a note in the office and we'll get them answered!



WELCOME KRISTINE CLEMENS!

Kristine has been serving in youth and family
ministry for the past 15 years.  Her passion for
youth ministry comes from experiences in
summer camp with her church as well as at
Crown College in St. Bonifacius, Minnesota. Her
drive for youth ministry comes from her hope to
build in young people the same relationship with
God that she gained in college through devotion,
prayer, and true Christian community.  
 
She has a passion for mission and service
projects. Kristine traveled with a Youth Encounter
team from 2008–2009 to many U.S. cities and to
five countries in Southeast Asia. In addition, she
has traveled to Turkey, Mexico and Canada,
serving God through music, word and service
projects. She loves spending time with her
extended family and her friends.  In her free time,
you will most likely see her outside on the golf
course or enjoying a long walk. 
 
Kristine will be the architect for the youth and
confirmation programs. She will continue to build
our already strong youth program, continuing to
emphasize a rich faith experience. She will work
with adult volunteers for our KOIN and
confirmation programs. She will also work with
other staff to build our family ministry.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

Color-pink

Food- meat

Sport- golf

Music- Christian, country, 

and Christmas

Trip- Turkey

Book- Traveling Light

by Max Lucado 

 

Favorite Things

I put my make up on without

a mirror, use suave hairspray,

even keep a bottle in my car

to refresh during the day!

FUN FACT



KO IN  LUAU

On Wednesday ,  August 28th our

youth hosted a Luau to welcome

Krstine to FLC !   It was a great

opporunity for Kristine to meet so

many of our wonderful youth and

their families .

If you haven 't met Kristine yet ,

please feel free to stop by her office

and introduce yourself .   

 



FALL PROGRAMMING AT FLC

SUN/WED SCHOOL

MILESTONES

MUSIC MINISTRY

We have our Sunday/Wednesday School
registration up for those that are 3 years old (by
Sept. 1st, 2019 and toilet trained) and through
5th grade. Our theme for the year is It's
Personal. Please visit our Children's page on our
website or cantact Dawn for more information.

Milestone ministry is up and running. We just
had our Off to Kindergarten event and look
forward to having our 3 year old and 3rd grade
Milestones in early October. Not sure what
Milestones we have for you and your child?
Take a look on our Milestone page and you will
find one for all ages up to 5th grade. We do ask
that you sign up for these special events so we
can have enough materials available.

Our Children's Music Ministry has
something for all ages. 18 months -
preschool will be part of our Little Lambs
program, kindergarten - 5th grade will be
our SonShine singers, and 4th graders - 8th
grade can join our Hallelujah Bells group.
These programs are typically on Wednesday
nights and will start in October 2019.
Please email or call Dawn with questions.

Programming is right around the corner!  Have you signed your family up for all the programs?



WED MEALS

CONFIRMATION

KOIN

Wednesday Meal Ministry is a huge
Wednesday night piece for families and
youth. We are looking for people to help
us run Wednesday meals. Do you like to
shop or work in a kitchen? Do you have
mad cleaning skills? Do you have time
to serve once a month or more? Contact
Jen Watts for more details!

Confirmation program is available to
students in 6th through 8th grade. 
 This three year program runs from
September to May on Wednesday
evenings.  Confirmands are confirmed
in the fall of their 9th grade year. 
 Register online today!

Koinonia, or Koin for short, is our
high school youth program.  Koin
meets Wednesday nights from
8:00-9:00pm.  No registration
required for KOIN.



Fishers of Men (FOM) is a group
of men at FLC with a goal of
providing opportunities for men
to gather together and grow in
faith, friendship and family.  We
accomplish this through a range
of meetings and activities. 
Some of the activities we have
sponsored or been active with
include providing food for
Lenten meals, new member
events and National Night Out-
as a group, we love to cook!
We have also provided
opportunities for youth via
sledding events, lure making
events (coming again in

FISHERS OF MEN
By  Peter Elliott

December), and hopefully some
group outings for some shore
fishing or ice fishing will be held
in the future.  We have
sponsored several family game
day events during the fall and
winter months and would love to
see more participation from
families.
Monthly meetings are open to
all men and have been held the
second Saturday morning of the
month in the Fireside Room. 
Watch this newsletter and the
bulletin for announcements of
upcoming meetings and events.

What would you like to see
from this group?  Take a

moment to tell us by going
to this link and responding

to a short survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.com

/r/J56MSPC

Jesus said, “Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19

M
IN

ISTRY BU
ZZ

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J56MSPC


Monday Nights
September 9th and 16th

Interested in Bible study but unsure about
where to start?  We have the class for you!
 
Join Pastor Rusty Monday nights for a two
part class designed around helping people
who have never gone to a Bible Study!
Throughout the class Pastor Rusty will share
ways to understand Scripture as both good
literature AND the inspired Word of God.
 
Registration isn't required, but encouraged
so enough materials are prepared.  Visit us
online for registration. 
 
 

The food shelf has a new rescue partner: Aldi in Lakeville. 
The food shelf has a room in the school district’s
Instructional Service Center. Renovations in that building
will begin in September. It will be great when the dust
settles!
We are still looking for a couple volunteers for Monday
and Thursday.

Farmington Food Shelf

So far this year:
Individuals served: 1838
Emergency bags provided: 57
Total pounds distributed: 54,825
Pounds of incoming rescue food: 15,538
Pounds of incoming donations: 21,898
Volunteer hours: 1,330
Pounds of food given by members
Farmington Lutheran Church: 1868



Farmington Lutheran

Church has had some staff

leave, and new staff joining

us. As such, we are in a

period of transition.

Transition and change are

times that are jam-packed

with the potential for

renewal and growth. As

Pastor Kevin says, “God has

a good track record for

turning transition into

transformation.”

 

The Process to 
Call a Pastor
As most of you know, Pastor

Rusty has accepted a call to

a congregation in Oakdale.

We will take the time to

grieve and say goodbye.

Then, we will begin the

process of calling another

pastor.

We will first need to

determine how to cover the

duties done by Pastor Rusty.

There may be an temporary

hire of some kind.

The St. Paul Synod of the

ELCA asks that we form a

Mission Exploration Team.

WRITTEN BY JIM OLLHOFF

This team will look at our

vision and our needs and

who we want to be. We will

pause to reflect on and

listen to the needs and

potential ministries in this

place. The Mission

Exploration Team will also

fill out our Ministry Site

Profile, which the Synod

uses to find potential

pastors that will be a good

fit for us.

A Call Committee is formed

to sort and interview

candidates. Many of the

candidate names will be

given to us by the staff of

the St. Paul Synod. Once a

candidate is selected, the

congregation and the

Church Council will have an

opportunity to weigh in on

the candidate. Finally, a call

is issued.

Please pray that God gives

us all wisdom and

discernment as we select a

pastor who will walk with

us in the next chapter of

the ministry of Farmington

Lutheran Church.

"God has 

a good 

track

record for 

turning 

transition 

into

transformation"

HOW TO CALL A PASTOR



On Thursday, August 22 our
women's ministry team
honored our WOW
congregation members. 
 WOW stands for Wiser
Older Women, and is made
up of women over the age of
70 who have generously
served our congregation
over the years.
The women enjoyed a meal
together and entertainment
by "Sister Act."

WOW Luncheon

All ages are welcome to bring
backpacks, lunchboxes, calendars or
whatever you would like and share in a
special blessing from the Pastor’s as the
new school year begins!

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS

Growth through Faith

Saturday, October 26th

9:00am-3:00pm

 

Mount Olivet

Retreat Center

Farmington, MN

 

Grab your friends and join us for

a day filled with learning,

laughter and a chance to gain

new friendships!  All are

welcome at this event, sign up

online, space is limited! 

 $30/person

Special thanks to Janice
Rollag and Carol Fischer for
hosting the event, and our
volunteers for making it so
successful!

Saturday, September 14
Sunday, September 15
All worship services



www.farmingtonlutheran.com

Just A Minute
(for spiritual growth)

In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Paul says “Give thanks

in all circumstances; for this is the will of God

in Christ Jesus for you.” It’s easy to thank God

when things are going well. But can you give

thanks even in bad situations? Yes, because

those situations can change us—they can

make us stronger for the future. Psychologists

have shown that the simple practice of

writing down three things that you are

thankful for each day can substantially

change our attitudes and outlooks. 

 

Can you name three things you’re thankful for

right now?

@farmingtonlutheran

/farmingtonlutheran

WORSHIP
SERVICE
TIMES

Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am and 10:00am
beginning the weekend of September 7th and 8th:

Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am and 10:45am

Visitor's Corner
Thanks for joining us at Farmington
Lutheran Church!  You will find that
all of our services at FLC are a
hybrid of both contemporary and
traditional worship.  We encourage
our congregation members to "come
as you are" in whatever attire you're
comfortable in!  (Pastor Rusty
encourages Vikings gear on game
days!)  While you're here feel free to
introduce yourself to our Pastors,
Kevin and Rusty, and any other
members of our congregation!  We
are a family of families at FLC and
welcome you to join us!

BLAST

FROM

THE PAST

In 1945, the total budget for the

congregation was $3126. This included

more than $1300 for the pastor’s salary.

When they proposed the budget at the

end of 1944, the congregation had $162

of cash on hand.


